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New Greenhouse Facilities
Built This Summer
lighting is controlled by time-clock and day-lengths may be altered if
necessary. The building is protected from the prevailing Northwest
wind by the Science Building, which cuts heating costs. Other structural energy-savers were also incorporated into the building, such as
a floor of two inches of pea gravel, which holds heat much better than
concrete. The building also contains a complete security system,
which will alert the caretakers if there is a problem which might affect the climate within. It is connected to the Science Building by a
"head house" which will be used for storage, maintenance, planting,
and office work.

The newly-constructed

Oordt greenhouse, attached to the southeast

side of the Science Building.

In mid-August, the roof and other finishing touches were put on
Dordt's new greenhouse, which was built onto the existing Science
Building. This construction
increased the greenhouse space at Oordt
from 200 to 5,000 square feet and will allow for extensive research
and experimentation.
The greenhouse was built in response to the definite needs of
the Natural Sciences division and it will be used for strictly academic
purposes; any plants grown for the campus grounds will be grown
elsewhere. The Biology department, existing for some years already,
voiced a desperate need for increased space, and the young but
rapidly-growing
Agriculture department added to the pinch. Space is
needed to grow plants for instructional and classroom use, as well as
for student experimentation
and research. In addition, Dordt plans to
begin a permanent collection
in the manner of most colleges, including almost everything from palm trees to petunias.
The building was designed primarily by Agriculture
instructor
Henry De Vries, with the assistance of a 1980 graduate, Les Herringa
of Lynden, Washington.
Les worked in the drafting department of a
local lumberyard
as part of his practicum
course work, and this
knowledge was put to practical use.
The greenhouse is built in four sections, each one 18 feet wide
and 72 feet long. These sections are side by side, making the interior
square in shape with 5200 total square feet of usable space. The
structure
has a roof of corrugated
fiberglas to permit maximum
sunlight penetration. The nine-foot walls, however, are not covered in
the usual fiberglas,
but with a newly-developed
material called
"Coroplast."
This material resembles "plastic
cardboard"
and is
translucent.
It only allows 87% light transmission,
compared to the
97% that fiberglas lets in, but Coroplast has an insulating value that
is 21/2 times better than fiberglas, greatly reducing heat loss and
saving energy. The loss of light is not important since most of the
light necessary in a greenhouse comes through the roof.
The environment
of the greenhouse is totally controlled
and
completely automated. A small computer unit controls the heating,
ventilation, circulation, cooling and relative humidity. Supplementary

Each of the greenhouse's four sections will be used for different
purposes. One will be used by Agronomy classes such as Crop
Science, and forage grasses, legumes, cereals, and various types of
beans will be grown. Another section will be assigned to the Botany
classes, which will grow various types of plants for use in classes
such as plant physiology. The third section will help in developing
the new Horticulture
program, which will be taught for the first time
this coming spring. Cut flowers such as roses and carnations, as well
as potted plants like geraniums and chrysanthemums,
will be grown
here.
The other section will house Dordt'a permanent collection. The
collection
will be divided into three "climates",
allowing an assortment of plants. The tropical, or hot/humid section will include such
exotic plants as orchids, banana trees and palms, the cool/humid
climate will be used to grow mosses and ferns, and the arid or hot/dry
section will include types of cacti and other succulents.
The greenhouse was built almost completely
by student labor
and took four months to complete. Four students were hired for the
summer construction
and specialized
work was done by local
businesses.
It is indeed a necessary and worthwhile
addition to
Dordt's growing campus.

Preliminary Enrollment Figures
Show Slight Drop
The preliminary enrollment count at the end of the Registration
Day showed a substantial
drop. The total number of students
enrolled for the fall semester of the 1980-1981 school year is 1180.
This figure includes 370 incoming freshmen, 60 transfers and returning students,
15 part-time students, and 735 upperclassmen.
The
total enrollment for both the 1978-1979 and 1979-1980 school years
was 1218 students.
Last year's freshman class numbered 426, compared to this
year's 370. This drop is primarily due to the decrease of students
coming from public high schools and Canada. There was also a slight
drop in Christian high school graduates which contributed
to this
decrease, but this drop was minimal.
Registration
was held on August 27 and classes started the
following
day. Beginning-of-the-year
activities
include an all-Dordt
barbecue, coffee house entertainment,
and a concert of the Christian
group "Damascus."
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From the President's Pen.

•••
by Rev. B.}. Haan

A Look Into
the Future

September 1980

Dordt College is not afraid to meet the
future. We have our basic Christian goals
and purposes well established
and have
gained a large contingency
of friends and
supporters. Obviously, we will be forced to
make adjustments
to meet the temporary
situation.
But our constituents
wilt understand and Dordt's basic strength need not
be jeopardized.
But more about the future
tater.

SPRING DEBT
REDUCTION DRIVE RESULTS

Dordt College is still in the process of
celebrating
its 25th anniversary.
The anniversary film is almost ready for presentation to our people in Canada and the
U.S.A. and we intend to hold meetings with
our constituents
at various places. Then
too, Dordt will be contacting
its friends and
supporters for help in our anniversary fund
raising
project.
The response
to our
. agriculture
and engineering
programs has
been most encouraging.
The way in which
our people, throughout
all of Canada and
the U.S.A., have greeted
the farm plan
makes us eager to visit them and get these
supporters involved in the program. Dordt's
farm program has enjoyed the highest
praise and endorsement
from many leading
educators,
farmers,
ministers,
and
businessmen.
One outstanding
educator in
our circles, Dr. C. De Wit, professor at the
University
of Wisconsin,
has, with enthusiastic
interest and delight, offered to
assist
Dordt with his expertise
in the
development
of its agricultural
plans. We
plan to keep our people well-informed
on
the latest developments.
Anniversary time is not only a time to
look at the past: It is also a time to look
soberly into the future. What I wish to write
about in this and the next few issues of the
Voice is the future
of Christian
higher
education
as it concerns
not only Dordt
College,
but also our sister
Reformed
colleges-Calvin,
Trinity and The King's. I
intend
to be very open and forth-right
in discussing
this
most
urgent
question-what
lies ahead
for these
colleges? If there are those who have additional insights into the problem or who
might wish to give a different slant to the
issue, I warmly invite them to publish their
thoughts.
One serious factor which cannot be
brushed
aside and which
promises
to
challenge the best that is in us, is the startling decline in the number of college-age
student population
which we will soon be
facing. Since all colleges will be forced to
confront this problem, the "sting" for most
colleges will be taken out of it. Whenever
there is a problem of universal scope, there
is general understanding
and a united effort

to cope with the situation and overcome a
potentially critical and trying experience.
What our people should remember first
is that, while there will be a marked decline
in college enrollments,
it is only going to be
a temporary thing. What we will face is that
within 'a few years the number of collegeage students
in the Christian
Reformed
Church, for example, will drop from the
present 30,000 to 19,000. That is a drop of
over 30%. However, this lower number of
college-age students will continue only for a
few years. And then it will climb again, even
beyond the present 30,000 figure.
This means that the colleges
which
can hold on in a respectable
manneracademically,
program-wise,
and
financially-can
look ahead to a glorious
future as far as enrollment increase is concerned. Just take the local Sioux Center
Christian
School and our local Christian
high schools as examples. Although
the
class sizes in the upper elementary grades
and in our high schools is down, this year's
kindergarten
class will have 57 pupils. This
means that if the total enrollment
in the
elementary school is presently 370, it could
and likely will .cumb to over 500. For
although
families
are not as large as in
earlier years, the number of families has increased and will continue to increase.
Our high schools are beginning to feel
the pinch of the enrollment
drop already.
This should not disturb our people and certainly not lead to less support. Better days,
far better, are ahead, but we have to be
realistic
and stay unified to get through
these difficult times.
Second, when it comes to our colleges,
there is one factor which could greatly
diminish the problem to be faced. To date,
less than half (50%) of our Christian Reformed college-age
students, who do attend a
liberal arts college, go to one of our four

colleges. So if there are 12,000 of the 30,000
who do attend a liberal arts college, less
than 6,000 are in one of our four colleges.
This is a disturbing
fact -. All of us should
work hard to get more of our college-age
students
into our own colleges. This, of
course, would greatly help to overcome the
temporary enrollment shortages.

The 1980 Dordt College Spring Debt
Reduction Drive received a total of $81,774
in gifts, a surprising 55% increase over the
1979 drive's total of $52,587. Part of the increase, according
to Lyle Gritters,
VicePresident
for Development,
can be attributed to the fact that many of the Forward Thrust pledges for the Chapel-Music
Building have been paid up, allowing donors
to return to their regular debt reduction gifts.
"However,"
added Gritters, "most of the increase came from larger gifts and new participants in the drive." Funds received in the
annual Spring Debt Reduction
Drive are
used to pay interest on and amortize loans
on academic facilities.
Dordt is continually
thankful for its faithful and supportive constituency.

VAN SOELEN NAMED
NEW DEAN OF STUDENTS
Marion
Van Soelen,
Associate
Professor of Physical Education, has been appointed as Dordt's new Dean of Students.
Van Soelen will remain the coordinator
of
the Physical Education Department and will
coach men's and women's cross country
and be assistant
track coach, as he has
been previously.
He will also lecture
in
some classes, but he will not be teaching
courses.
His new duties as Dean of Students
will help to lighten the loads of Len Van
Noord. former Assistant
Dean of Students,
and Rev. J.B. Hulst, who was Dean of
Students two years ago. Hulst retains his
position as Vice-President
for Student Affairs, but many of his former
Dean of
Students duties have been passed onto Van
Soelen. Van Soelen has also assumed some
of Len Van Noord's duties. Van Noord is
now Facilities
Coordinator
and Grounds
Supervisor. Van Soelen supervises student
housing, with the assistance
of Jay Van
Groningen and Karen Helder, Directors of
Resident Life. Van Soelen is also in charge
of student
discipline
and chairs
the
following
committees:
Special
Events,
Student Personnel, Student Selection, and
Clubs. He is also a member of the Special
Events and Student Discipline committees.
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Dordt Adds Four Full-Time Faculty Members

\

/'

)
Dr. Stanley

Wiersma

The new fall semester always brings
new faces to Dordt's campus; a new crop of
freshmen appear every year and faculty
members are often added or replaced. This
year, four new faculty members have been
added to the staff, in addition to some parttime instructors.
Stan Wiersma, whose Purpaleanie fame
precedes him, is a visiting professor from
Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
He will temporarily be filling the position
vacated by Chuck Van Hot, who has taken a
job with Eerdmans Publishing Company, a
firm which produces many of the religious
books in use today. Wiersma will be
teaching literature and grammar classes.
Originally from Middleburg, Iowa,
Wiersma graduated from Western Christian
High and Calvin College. He received his
M.Sc. degree from the University of
Wisconsin at Madison in 1956 and in 1961,
his Ph.D. Wiersma has produced numerous
publications, most notably, Purpaleanie and
Other Permutations, (written under the pen
name of Sietze Buning), which is a
satiric/nostalgic collection of poems about
the Dutch experience in America. Wiersma
and his wife, Irene (nee Hanenburg) have
two sons, Samuel and Robert.
Art Attema will be an instructor in
Business Education and Secretarial Sciences, taking over the workloads of two
part-time instructors. Attema previously
taught at Ripon Christian High in Ripon,
California, and, most recently, at the new
Faith Christian High School in Bigelow,
Minnesota.
Attema and his wife, Phyllis (nee Post)
both graduated from Dordt and are natives
of Rock Valley and Ocheyedan,respectively.
They have one daughter, Erin Leigh, who is
four.
Randy Vander Mey, who is filling in for
Jim Schaap while he is on a two-year leave,
will be teaching courses in freshman and
advanced composition this year. Vander
Mey graduated from Calvin and received his
M.A. in English from the University of Pennsylvania in 1976. He received his M.F.A. in
Fiction from the University of Iowa and was
an instructor of rhetoric there prior to his

Mr. Arthur

Attema

Mr. Randy Vander Mey

position at Dordt. He also worked as a
research assistant in psychiatry at the
university's psychiatric hospital.
Vander Mey has written movie reviews
for Insight magazine, a publication of the
Young Calvinist Federation. He has also
been published by Campus Life and The Banner on a number of occasions. He and his
wife Sandy (nee De Hoog) are both natives
of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and have two
children, Mlchael-?and Gabrielle-5 months.
Jack Visscher has been added to the
Business Department as an instructor in
Economics. He held similar positions at
Huntington College in Indiana and at Jordan College in Michigan, more recently. He
graduated from Calvin and received his M.S.
in Agricultural Economics from Michigan
State University in 1977.
Visscher is originally from Fremont,
Michigan. He has been active in numerous
political campaigns, and has travelled in
Western Europe and done volunteer work
forCRWRC.
Six new teaching assistants have also
beenadded to Dordt's staff. Esther D'Agrosa
and Kathy Smith have accepted part-time
positions in the Music Department. They
will join two other part-time teachers, Mary
Lou Wielenga and Ann Dorr, and the four of
them will teach the courses previously
taught by Gary Warmink and Clare Doornbos. Warmink has taken a teaching
position at Southwestern University in
Georgetown, Texas, and Doornbos has accepted the music position at Valley
Christian High School in Cerritos, California.
Two new teaching assistants have
joined the Foreign Language Department.
Mike Van Dyke, a 1980 Dordt graduate,
assists the Spanish classes, and Janneke
Vander Kooy, who is a senior this year,
helps out with Dutch. Doug Eckhardt,
another Dordt graduate, will be teaching
Greek courses, and Laurie Zinkand, a 1980
graduate, will be working with the Art
Department in the same capacity.
We welcome all these people, old
and new, part-time and full-time, to Dordt
and we sincerely hope their work here is an
enriching and fruitful experience.

Mr. Jack Visscher

Dordt Institutes
Financial Aid
For Canadians
Dordt, like most institutions of higher
teaming, has always offered various types
of financial aid to its students. Such aid often takes the form of grants, loans, scholarships, and work-study programs. Because
of the ever-increasing cost of education,
Oordt has recently instituted a new grant
and loan program specifically for Canadian
students with a demonstrated need.
Canadian students have a dual financial problem: they receive no aid from their
own government because they are attending college in a different country, and their
money is worth up to 17% less in United
States currency. (Dordt now pays half of the
exchange difference).
To determine the amount of a grant or
loan a student will receive, the usual
procedure will be followed: both student
and parents will complete the necessary
forms and, after need has been determined,
Dordt will allocate funds to Canadian
students based on their financial need. The
grant monies will be allocated in amounts
of $100·$1,000.
Loans will also be administered on a
need basis, and will be determined by the
same process as the grants. Loan amounts
will vary from $100·$1,000per year and will
accumulate no interest while the student is
still in school. Interestwill begin three months
after the student has completed his course
of study at Dordt.
Vice-President for Admissions Howard
Hall reported 100 applicants as of mid-July,
indicating a high level of interest considering the program's institution late in the
year. "Oordt acknowledges the contribution
of its Canadian students and supporters,"
said Hall, "and we realize that its success is
due in part to the influence of these people.
We have received a positive response to the
program and hope for even greater interest
next year."
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Noll Visit to Dordt a Result of
Staley Foundation Grant,

Dr, Mark Noll
Dordt has been awarded a grant from
the Thomas F. Staley Foundation to fund
the visit of Or. Mark Noll to norot's campus.
Noll, who is an Associate Professor of
History and Church History at Wheaton
College in lIIinois, will be on-campus October 13-16.While at Dordt, Noll will present
three lectures, address chapel services
twice, and conduct five classes in history,
theology and political science, as well as
meet for interviews and discussions with
various faculty and student organizations.
Noll will lecture on the theme: "Reformed and Evangelical-Complementary Adjectives or Competing Alternatives?" His
first
speech, "The Significance
of
Evangelical History for the Reformed," will
point out the similarities and differences of
the "mainstream" American evangelicals
and the Reformed Protestants through the
use of a historical survey. Noll's second lecture is entitled "What EvangelicalsOffer the
Reformed" and will focus on the strengths
of the Evangelicals and how they might aid
the Reformed movement. The final lecture
in this series, "What the Reformed Offer the
Evangelicals," will point out the several
strong points of the Reformed which
evangelicals could imitate to their benefit.
Noll will conclude by pondering the
promotion of the Kingdom of Christ in
America which would result from a combination of the best elements from
evangelicalism and the Reformed faith.
Noll received his M.A. and Ph.D. in
church history from Vanderbilt University in

Dordt College
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250

1974 and 1975 and has also received
degrees from Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School, University of Iowa, and Wheaton
College. He has published three books
dealing with Christianity in America and has
also written many essays and articles on
similar subjects.
The Staley Distinguished Christian
Scholar Lecture Program was designed to
provide scholarly evangelical speakers for
religious emphasis programs at small
Christian colleges. Thomas F. Staley, the
founder of this program, was an investment
bankerwith a strong evangelicalbackground.
His parents had hoped he would enter the
ministry, but he felt he could serve the Lord
as well in the business world. He
generously supported his church and other
various
philanthropic
enterprises
throughout his business career, but felt the
need to focus his resources. He consulted
several prominent religious leaders including Billy Graham and Norman Vincent
Peale, and they suggested he try somehow
to strengthen the small Christian college.
The Staley Foundation, operating since
1967,is the result of that suggestion and is
dedicated to the conviction that "it is
crucial for colleges to have dedicated, conservative, Biblically
sound, scholarly
speakers who speak on relevant topics to ..
college students. It is important that the
most dedicated minds who have the ability
to effectively communicate be placed in
contact with college students."
The Staley Foundation Committee at
Dordt has been meeting for several months,
first to gain an invitation to apply for funds,
and then to seek approval of a specific grant
proposal. Serving on the committee are
students Jack Vande Hoef, Diane Van Gorp,
and Mrs. Diane Beeke; Mr. Verlyn De Wit,
Rev. Wayne Kobes, Dr. Nick Van Til, Rev.
B.J. Haan, Dr. John Vander Stelt, and Dr.
James De Jong (chairman). The Foundation
has, in the past, awarded grants on a continuing basis to colleges which are successful in receiving their initial grant, and
Dordt hopes to continue being funded in the
future.
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Newsbriefs
Correction
In the last issue of the Voice, we
lnadvertantly listed an incorrect name
in the scholarship article. Second
place in Oratory was awarded to
Louis Kwantes of Tokyo, Japan, who
is a sophomore this year. This award
was part of the Martin Seven Communication
Scholarship.
We
apologize for this error on our part.

Third Psalm Record
Available
"Be Thou Exalted, a Lord,"
Volume Ill, is now available from the
Dordt College Bookstore. This record
includes arrangements by Professor
Dale Grotenhuis
of Psalms 29
through 46, taken from the Psalter
Hymnal. If you would like a copy of
this record sent to you, send your
name and address, plus a check for
$7.50 to: Dordt Bookstore, Dordt
College, Sioux Center, IA 51250. If
you would like the 1980 Chorale or
Concert Choir record, send a check
for $6.95 to the same address,
specifying which record you would
like.

Maatman·H iemstra
Article Published
In the April, 1980 issue of the
of Catalysis,
a scientific
publication, an article co-authored by
Dr. Russell Maatman, Professor of
Chemistry, and Sjouke Hiemstra, a
former Dordt student, was published.
This article was entitled: "A Kinetic
Study of the Methanation of C02
Over Nickel-Alumina."

Journal

Ringerwole Lectures,
Performs
Dr. Joan Ringerwole was a
recitalist and lecturer at the Southern
Music Conference in Artesia, California this summer. The conference was
held in the Trinity Christian Reformed
Church in Artesia, July 15through 19.
Ringerwole lectured on organ repertoire, hymn-playing, and the organ
with instrumental music. Dr. Ringerwole also
played
the Organ
Dedicatory Recital for the First
Christian
Reformed Church of
Highland, Indiana on September 7.

